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lion of the Poore Commons also complains that they could
not send their children to school, because they must labour
to help to pay the rent1.
The first general statute passed in restraint of sheep-
fanning was in 1489; it recited the evils arising from the l*sislation>
destruction of farm-houses and the conversion of cultivated
land into pasture2. This was followed in 1515 by an Act
which ordered that within one year all land converted into
pasture should be restored to tillage3. The Act of 1515
would doubtless have shared the fate of its predecessors, if
supplementary steps had not been taken to confirm it. Of
all Tudor statesmen, Wolsey and Somerset were the only
agrarian reformers who made a really serious effort to extir-
pate the evils arising from sheep-farming. In 1517 Wolsey
appointed a Commission to inquire into all enclosures which
had taken place since 1488. Offenders were impleaded in
Chancery and compelled to enter into recognizances to
destroy their hedges4. Further Acts5 were passed in 1534
and 1536, and repeated proclamations6 reiterated the injunc-
tion to lay open all enclosed lands, throw down hedges, and
occupy but one or two farms at the most. The fear of an
insurrection, which eventually did break out, induced the
Government to appoint a fresh Commission in 1548. Somer-
set, who deserves recognition as a social reformer, lent all the
weight of his authority and active sympathy to the Commis-
sion. " Maugre the devil", he declared, " private profit,
self-love, money and such-like the devil's instruments, it
shall go forward"7. It was the policy of Thorough applied
to a better cause. The instructions of the Commissioners
were to make inquiry what villages and hamlets had decayed
as a result of enclosures for pasture since the opening years
of Henry VII/s reign ; how many persons kept two thousand
sheep or more; what common lands had been seized into
1 Four Supplications, 80.                                      * Statutes, ii. 542.
3 Subsequently the statute was made perpetual: ibid. iii. 127, 176.
* Tudor and Stuart Proclamations (ed. Steele), i. Nos, 106, 107.
5  Statutes, iii. 451 (no one was to keep more than 2000 sheep or to hold
more than two farms) : ibid. iii. 553.
6  Tudor ar.d Stuart Proclamations {ed. Steele), i. Nos. 103, in, 115, 333
and 352.   The dates are respectively 1526, 1528, 1529 and 1548.
7  A. F. Pollard, England under Protector Somerset (1900), 232.